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Geelong and District Natural Hotspots 


W e wish to start a new section on our website to help visitors (and locals!) find and visit the best natural hotspots in our region. 

The Committee was asked to pick out their top 10 spots to start with, but when last seen, still hadn’t even been able to decide 
their favourite spots in the Anglesea Heath, or their top bird watching lakes on the Bellarine, so I’ve made a little list on their behalf to 
get us started. 

We would love to hear from anybody who regularly visits these sites and can contribute up-to-date information on the best way to 
access the site and what to look for when they get there. If you have a good photo that illustrates the site or one of its key features 
and would be happy for us to use that (acknowledged of course) we would be most grateful for that as well. 


Jerringot (or Balyang or Fyansford or...!) 
You Yangs 

Barwon Heads Bluff and shore platform 
Lake Connewarre (Tait’s Point Lookout) 
Bannockburn Bush 


Eastern Park & Botanic Gardens 
Brisbane Ranges (e.g. Anakie Gorge) 
Point Lonsdale Lighthouse 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Point Addis/lronbark Basin 


And if the Committee couldn’t pick just ten spots, I’m sure many of you are saying, ‘But what about Reedy Lake, and Moolap, and 
Serendip and Edwards Point and O’Donohue’s Road and Lake Elizabeth and ...?’ So don’t hesitate to volunteer for a site of your own 
choosing instead of one of the ten sites above. 

Please send your ideas and photos to the Secretary, Deborah Evans, via the GFNC PO box or email to 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com . A proforma is also available to help keep the information in a reasonably consistent format. 


Tonight... 

...it is members’ night and casserole tea. Heidi Snow, Regional Coordinator-Geelong, Conservation 
Volunteers Australia, will be talking about CVA’s activities in our area. 

At the September meeting... 

...Jayden Woolley from CCMA will be talking about the Lower Barwon wetlands. 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by Phil Watson, is of a Southern 
Giant Petrel at Lome pier 30/06/13. See pi 3. 

The photo on the back cover, by Phil Watson, is of a Great Egret 
on Lome pier 30/06/13. 










GFNC excursion: Scienceworks and Planetarium 

17 July 2013 

...Deborah Evans 


T he very small group that attended started with a public 
tour of the Collections Store (we did the pumping 
station tour last time), which is a high security (no 
cameras), temperature controlled area, with row upon row 
of shelving filled with the most amazing bits of machinery 
and equipment of all sorts, both domestic and industrial. I 
was most taken by the giant haystack ladder (reaching 

almost to the 
ceiling of the 
warehouse) 
and the 

models—some 
were little 
dioramas (e.g. 
of mines, 
ships) used for 
training 
purposes, and 
others were 
small models of 
farm equipment 
such as tractors and windmills used by sales reps to take 
out to show farmers. There was also the complete ship to 
shore radio station from Cape Schanck, which operated 
from the 1920s till replaced by satellite communications in 
2000. When I say complete, I mean complete—with 
everything the team had used right up to the 
decommissioning, including pencils, coffee cups etc. so 
that it will be able to be used in a display or exhibition 
without any anachronisms—even modern pencils can look 
out of place in an older setting! The range of vehicles 
included everything you can think of from a Cobb & Co. 
coach and a horse-drawn hearse to motorbikes and 
aeroplane engines of all vintages. 

After lunch we went for a walk round the outside of the 
pumping station buildings, appreciating the lovely 
brickwork and attractive design that our forebears 
managed to bring even to such prosaic buildings as these 
old sewerage works. Our Planetarium session this time 
was Black Holes, with narration by Geoffrey Rush. We all 
agreed we still can’t comprehend what these are like, but 
then squeezing the mass of a star into the space of a 
fingernail is a fairly mind boggling concept. After the 
recorded program, our guide took us through the night 
skies of Melbourne at this time of year to help us locate 
main constellations and the planets currently visible. 

Despite holding our July excursions indoors to escape the 
winter weather, for some reason we are usually treated to 
fine sunny days, and this was no exception, which made 
our afternoon walk most pleasant. We went round the 
back of the Scienceworks complex and crossed the road 
to follow the bike path a short distance along the river past 



Photo: Alison Watson 


the ferry jetty to the Westgate Memorial Park, which is the 
memorial to the 35 workers who lost their lives in the 1970 
bridge collapse. A further short walk along the footpath 
under the bridge brought us to the Stony Creek Backwash 
park, run by Parks Victoria and supported by an energetic 
Friends group. There were only a few of the many 
waterbird species that can often be seen there, and the 
low tide had exposed muddy areas with a lot of litter, 
presumably from Melbourne’s stormwater drains. 

However, the mangroves were looking very healthy and 
there is a nice fringe of saltmarsh species, amongst which 
the Austral Seablight, Sueda australis was particularly 
noticeable. Across Hyde St is another (municipal) park 
running along Stony Creek, with more saltmarsh plants 
and more evidence of the very active planting by local 
groups. 


A short walk took us back to Spotswood station and the 
train home after a most enjoyable winter’s day out. 



Austral Seablight 


Photo: Alison Watson 


Bird list 


Black Swan (2 young 
birds feeding on 
saltmarsh plants) 

Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal (large 
group) 

Pacific Black Duck (2) 
Grebe sp. (1) 

Spotted Dove 
Little Pied Cormorant (1) 
Little Black Cormorant (1) 
White-faced Heron (1) 
Eurasian Coot (8) 


Crested Tern (1) 

Silver Gull (many) 

Superb Fairy-wren (large 
family group) 
White-plumed Honey- 
eater 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Willie Wagtail 
Raven sp. 

Magpie-lark 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
House Sparrow 
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Important Bird Areas in Victoria: Euan Moore 
Bird Group meeting, 18 July 2013 


A t the July meeting, Euan Moore of Birdlife Australia 
gave an overview of the Important Bird Areas in 
Victoria and the significance of the project that chose 
them. 

Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are the result of a global 
project initiated by BirdLife International. The project has 
decided on a network of key sites for conservation that are 
places of international significance for the conservation of 
birds. The sites are recognised worldwide as a practical 
way to help conserve key bird species. Sites are identified 
using standardised criteria and aim to protect areas that 
contain threatened or endangered species, or are 
significant breeding sites for birds. Sites can be tiny or 
huge and can be on private or public land. They may or 
may not overlap with protected areas created by other 
authorities. However, the designated areas are not 
enshrined in legislation. 

The IBA project is aimed at protecting bird life by a mixture 
of advocacy, monitoring and action. This is achieved by 
engaging stakeholders, local community ownership, 
monitoring the populations of target bird species (defined 
by IBA) and habitat, and by recording threats to the birds 
or the environment. Globally, 10,000 sites have been 
chosen as Important Bird Areas. In Australia, 314 areas 
have been recognised. Thirty-seven of these sites are in 
Victoria. Some important examples are described. 

The Alps IBA has been designated as an important area 
for the Flame Robin and Pilotbird. It coversl 428 122 ha in 
NSW, ACT and Victoria and extends from Namadgi and 
Brindabella NPs in the north through Kosciuszko NP to the 
Alpine NP in Victoria. Some monitoring of the northern 
parts of the area is carried out by the Canberra 
Ornithological Group, but there is currently no organised 
monitoring in Victoria. 

The Barmah-Millewa IBA has been designated for 
Australasian Bittern, Superb Parrot, Flame Robin and 
Diamond Firetail. It covers 263 485 ha in NSW and 
Victoria. It includes the River Red Gum forests and 
wetlands along the Murray River and anabranches east of 
Echuca. Regular counts of Australasian Bittern are 
undertaken. Monitoring of Superb Parrots is less regular. 

The Bellarine Wetlands IBA was designated for Banded 
Stilt, Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Orange- 
bellied Parrot, Chestnut Teal, and Australasian Bittern. It 
covers 4564 ha in southern Victoria and includes a group 
of large fresh and saline wetlands in the Geelong area. 
Monitoring is undertaken by the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club, as members will well know, and monitoring also 
includes surveys for Shorebird 2020 and Australasian 


...Dean Hewish 

Bittern and Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys. 

The Bendigo Box-lronbark Region IBA was established for 
the Swift Parrot, Flame Robin and Diamond Firetail. It is 
50 578 ha in size, over 10 blocks in Victoria and also 
includes the Box-lronbark woodland in the Bendigo- 
Castlemaine areas. Monitoring of this IBA involves regular 
counts of Swift Parrots and surveys for Regent 
Honeyeaters. 

The Cheetham and Altona IBA was designated for 
Chestnut Teal, Red-necked Stint and Pacific Gull. It 
covers 1223 ha in Victoria, including remnant wetlands in 
suburban Melbourne and part of the Point Cook Coastal 
Park. Monitoring of this area is through Annual Bird Count 
and Shorebird 2020 surveys, with help from GFNC 
members. 

The Corner Inlet IBA was designated for Fairy Tern, 
Orange-bellied Parrot, Hooded Plover, Chestnut Teal, 

Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty Oystercatcher, Eastern Curlew, 
Red-necked Stint and Pacific Gull. It occupies 72 006 ha 
north of Wilsons Promontory in southeast Victoria. The 
IBA habitat is made up of intertidal mudflats, wetlands and 
low sand islands. The Victorian Wader Study Group 
carries out regular monitoring. 

Discovery Bay to Piccaninnie Ponds IBA was designated 
for Australasian Bittern, Hooded Plover, Orange-bellied 
Parrot, Rufous Bristlebird and Striated Fieldwren. It 
contains 10 121 ha in southwest Victoria and southeast 
South Australia. The IBA includes scrub-covered sand 
dunes, freshwater lakes and wetlands. BirdLife, SESA, 
and Shorebirds 2020 undertake monitoring of this IBA. 

Gabo and Tullaberga Islands IBA is one of the smallest 
designated areas. This is significant habitat for Little 
Penguin, White-faced Storm-petrel and large numbers of 
nesting seabirds, including Short-tailed Shearwater. It 
incorporates two small islands in far eastern Victoria and 
has a total area of only 158 ha. This habitat is coastal 
scrublands and heathlands. There is no organised or 
regular monitoring of this IBA. 

The Lake Corangamite Complex falls in the GFNC’s 
district. The IBA was designated for thirteen species of 
waterbirds and shorebirds and can have congregations of 
waterbirds in excess of 20 000. The IBA covers 38 444 ha 
in southwest Victoria. The IBA area is confined to the 
freshwater to hyper-saline lakes and wetlands. Monitoring 
is carried out by Shorebird 2020 and also by GFNC 
members. 
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Lawrence Rocks I BA is the smallest in southern Australia 
and includes only 8 ha on small rocky islands with limited 
vegetation off south-west Victoria. It was designated for 
the Australasian Gannet. The Department of Environment 
and Primary Industry monitors this IBA. 

The Murray-Sunset, Hattah and Anuello IBA was 
designated for Malleefowl, Regent Parrot, Mallee Emu- 
wren, Purple-gaped Honeyeater, Black-eared Miner and 
Red-lored Whistler. It covers an area of 700 420 ha in 
northwest Victoria. The environment consists of uncleared 
contiguous semi-arid woodlands, heathlands and 
grasslands. Regular monitoring of the area is confined to 
Black-eared Miner and Malleefowl counts. 

Nadgee to Mallacoota Inlet IBA was designated for 
Eastern Bristlebird and Pilotbird and occupies 38 511 ha in 
southeast NSW and far-east Victoria. It contains coastal 
dunes and scrub, rainforest gullies and eucalypt forest. 

The DEPI is working on Eastern Bristlebird conservation in 
this area. 

Natimuk-Douglas Wetlands IBA is designated for 
Australian Shelduck, Banded Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, 
Red-capped Plover (contains more than 1% of the world 
population). It is 6545 ha in the Wimmera region and its 
wetlands extend from near Olivers Lake (approximately 
12 km north of Natimuk) to Ti Tree Lake (about 8 km south 
of Douglas). Part of the area is covered by Shorebird 2020 
surveys. 

Otway Range IBA was designated for Rufous Bristlebird, 
Striated Fieldwren and Pink Robin. It takes up 103 000 ha 
in southwest Victoria and consists of tall wet eucalypt 
forests, non-eucalypt rainforests and coastal heathlands. 

Patho Plains IBA in northern Victoria was designated for 
Plains Wanderer and Diamond Firetail. It contains 
79 403 ha and is mainly remnant native grasslands with 
some Callitris woodlands. The Friends of Terrick Terrick 
monitor this IBA. 

Swan Bay and Port Phillip Bay Islands IBA is designated 
for Chestnut Teal, Blue-billed Duck, Australian White Ibis, 
Straw-necked Ibis, Red-necked Stint, Silver Gull, Fairy 
Tern, Orange-bellied Parrot and large congregations of 
waterbirds. It covers 3377 ha of wetlands, islands and tidal 


areas at the southern end of Port Phillip Bay. Shorebird 
2020, AWSG and Friends groups carry out monitoring. 

The Warby-Chiltern Box-lronbark Region IBA is 
designated for Swift Parrot, Regent Ploneyeater, Painted 
Honeyeater, Flame Robin, and Diamond Firetail. It 
occupies 25 280 ha in the Benalla-Wangaratta-Chiltern 
area and has large remnants of box-ironbark woodland. 
Monitoring is by the Regent Honeyeater Recovery 
Program members. 

Werribee and Avalon IBA is designated for 12 species 
plus large concentrations of waterbirds and covers 3666 
ha on the western side of Port Phillip Bay, including the 
Melbourne Water Western Treatment Plant and coastal 
wetlands including the Avalon Saltworks. Shorebird 2020, 
OBP surveys and AWSG extensively monitor this area. 

I BAs benefit conservation by providing a standard 
definition of significant areas and by international 
recognition, which adds credibility. IBA habitat information 
provides detail when lobbying for better protection, and 
detailed bird population and breeding data which 
quantifies the need for protection. Collected data 
contributes to the environmental assessment process. By 
highlighting special areas for the protection of natural and 
landscape values within the region, they attract birding 
and nature tourism to the area as well as conservation 
funding from such sources as Landcare. All I BAs are 
visited at least annually and birds recorded using standard 
Atlas survey methods with counts. Data collected is held in 
Birdata, Shorebird 2020 and related databases. 

Organisations such as the GFNC can assist by visiting 
these areas. Observations should be recorded in a public 
database such as Birdata or Eremaea. Members can take 
part in regular monitoring of bird populations. It is also 
often useful to tell local businesses why you are visiting 
the area, to help raise awareness of the significance of the 
site. 

Euan thanked the other photographers who provided 
photos for this talk; Guy Dutson, Raana Scott, BirdLife 
Australia, Allan Briggs, Dean Ingwerson, Steve Fremont, 
Neil Adams, Rob Youl, Paul Dodd, Graeme Chapman; 
also Rosanna Scarcellafor assistance in obtaining 
photographs; and Cheryl Gole as well as other BirdLife 
Australia staff and members who provided information for 
the talk. 


This month 


N ormally in this spot you would expect to read Joe’s take on 
his natural environment. 

For a number of years Joe, who keeps a nature diary enhanced 
with his own photographs, has written regularly for the Geelong 
Naturalist. And we, his readers, have thoroughly enjoyed his 
writing for its wit and respected the accuracy of its content. 


...Joe Hubbard 

We’ve enjoyed Joe the philosopher, Joe the conservationist, Joe 
the naturalist and Joe the photographer. 

But all good things come to an end. Joe has decided to call a 
halt. Thankyou Joe, and keep writing that diary. Cheers! 

[Lorraine Phelan, Editor] 
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What's up 


...Dean Hewish 


A t this time of the year, the Southern Cross (officially 
the constellation Crux) is high in the evening sky. This 
is the smallest constellation in the sky but is also one of 
the most distinctive and easily recognised. At our latitude 
it never sets although it can be very low on the southern 
horizon at times. I was once confused by its absence from 
the sky when I was in Queensland, as it can set below the 
southern horizon at that latitude. It cannot be seen at all 
north of 20 degrees north. 

The constellation is one of the most practically useful, as it 
can easily provide a guide for navigation. Everybody 
knows at least one of the ways to find the direction of 
south using Crux as a guide. The simplest is to imagine 
the line of the longest axis of the cross and extending it 
four times the length of the cross, at which point the end of 
the line will approximately coincide with the south celestial 
pole, which is the extension into the sky of the south 
geographic pole. 

To amateur astronomers, the constellation holds some 
attractive secrets. One is Alpha Crucis, the brightest of the 
stars in the cross. This is very obviously blue-white in 
colour and even a small telescope will resolve it into a 
beautifully matched pair of stars. The two stars are 
associated in space and orbit each other, although their 
orbital motion is very slow from our viewpoint. One of the 
stars is itself a double star, although this can only be 
demonstrated by examining the spectrum of its light. 
Another fainter star possibly orbits the three, although it is 
so far from the others in space that its orbital motion is 
barely detectable. 

The ‘Coalsack’ nebula abuts one side of the Cross. This is 
a dark cloud made up of gas with a considerable amount 
of dust, which blocks much of the light from the stars 
behind it. This is easily visible to the naked eye on a dark 
clear night as a dark patch with few stars. It is about twice 
as far away from us as is Alpha Crucis. 

Close to Beta Crucis, the second brightest star in the 
constellation (also called Mimosa), is a favourite target for 


amateur astronomers. This is known as the ‘Jewel box’ 
star cluster, also named Kappa Crucis. This is a young 
star cluster with a mix of stars of differing brightness and 
of strikingly different colours. This object is best seen with 
a telescope of moderate size, so that the stars are 
separated and the colours are easily visible, but the 
cluster itself can be located with binoculars. 

Describing the Southern Cross is incomplete without 
mentioning the nearby ‘Pointers’, Alpha and Beta 
Centauri. These are part of the large constellation 
Centaurus, and are related to the Southern Cross because 
they also offer a way to find the South Pole. If the 
imaginary line between the two pointers is given another 
line at right angles to it from its centre, then the spot where 
this line meets the southward extension of the long axis of 
Crux is approximately the south celestial pole. 

Alpha Centauri, actually a pair of stars called Alpha 
Centauri A and Alpha Centauri B, is the brighter of the 
Pointers. At about 4.4 light years away, the two are the 
closest stars of roughly the same type and brightness as 
our Sun. Another star, called Proxima Centauri, is actually 
closer to us but is a very faint red dwarf star and hard to 
locate in the sky. It is thought probable that it orbits Alpha 
Centauri A and B. 

Alpha Centauri A and B are both easily visible through a 
small telescope. The two stars are of about the same 
brightness but B is slightly more orange in colour than A. 
They orbit each other once every 79.9 years and the 
apparent separation of the two changes noticeably during 
their orbit. Alpha Centauri B has very recently been found 
to have a planet orbiting it. The planet is roughly the size 
of Earth, but orbits very close to the star and would be too 
hot to support life. There may be other undiscovered 
planets orbiting this star, or Alpha Centauri A, but we have 
never received any radio signals from that direction that 
would suggest the presence of civilisation. 


Gordon is turning 90 

and his family invites you to a party 

A warm welcome is extended to Gordon McCarthy’s friends to attend a 
birthday celebration for Gordon on Friday, 6 September, 2013 at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve. Afternoon tea will be served from 2.30 p.m. 
onwards. 

RSVP by 30 August for catering purposes by contacting Deborah Evans 
Ph. 5243 8687 email: deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Fyansford 
25 July 2013 
Leader: David Boyle 

...Sophie, Annabelle and Tom Naylor 


I t was a clear and crisp start for ten keen birdos for the 
mid-week Bird Group Excursion at Fyansford, and 
evidently a little chilly for the birds too as they were initially 
reluctant to show themselves. 

We met at the carpark at the end of Upper Paper Mills Rd 
in Fyansford. Captain Foster Fyans was Geelong’s first 
police magistrate who came to the area in the 1830s and 
set up his base beside the Moorabool River where it could 
be crossed—hence the name Fyan’s Ford. The Moorabool 
River meets the Barwon River here and the Common area 
is prone to mild flooding after substantial rain. 

With numb fingers and the need to keep moving, we 
followed the track along the Barwon River heading 
upstream, following the impressive water canal built in the 
1870s to divert water through the paper mill wheel. The 
water level was higher than usual due to recent rains and 
plenty of swallows were actively enjoying their acrobatics 
over the fast moving river. We passed some old quarry 
sites and took educated guesses at the types of rocks 
present. We viewed the ever-expanding development on 
the south side of the river from the Barwon River Lookout 
in the company of some New Holland Honeyeaters, and 
continued past Baum’s Weir to a picnic area to find some 
Fairy-wrens. We heard a Laughing Kookaburra start to call 
then think better of it, and enjoyed the sounds of a Golden 
Whistler and Spotted Pardalote. 

The usual suspects were seen on the water, including 
many nesting Purple Swamphens, Eurasian Coots, Pacific 
Black Duck, a pair of Chestnut Teal and Hoary-headed 
Grebes. Surprisingly we did not see some of the common 
species to the area—Cormorants and Darters were 
conspicuously absent. 

We then relocated our cars and walked across the 
Fyansford Common, crossed the Moorabool River, 
meandered through some bush and along an anabranch 
of the river in hope of spotting additional species. We were 
rewarded with one Common Blackbird, giving us a total 
number of 34 species identified for the morning. 

The highlights were a Whistling Kite (heard before seen, 
then spotted clearly in a tall eucalypt), Brown Goshawk, 
Gang-gang Cockatoos and a Little Eagle soaring up high. 

It was a very pleasant walk with wonderful company—a 
thoroughly enjoyable morning. Thank you David and 
Lynne for leading and organising. 


Bird list 

Barwon River 

Fyansford 


upstream of 

Common 


paper mill 

area 

Australian Wood Duck 

1 


Chestnut Teal 

2 


Pacific Black Duck 

22 


Hoary-headed Grebe 

3 


Spotted Dove 

3 


Crested Pigeon 

2 

6 

Whistling Kite 

1 


Brown Goshawk 

1 


Little Eagle 


1 

Purple Swamphen 

18 


Dusky Moorhen 

21 


Eurasian Coot 

6 

1 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 


7 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

5 


Crimson Rosella 


1 

Red-rumped Parrot 

1 


Laughing Kookaburra 

1 


Superb Fairy-wren 

13 

11 

Brown Thornbill 

2 


Spotted Pardalote 

1 


White-plumed Honeyeater 

8 

3 

Red Wattlebird 

8 

9 

New Holland Honeyeater 

4 

7 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

2 


Golden Whistler 

1 


Australian Magpie 

3 

5 

Grey Fantail 

4 


Willy Wagtail 

2 

2 

Australian Raven 

5 


Magpie-lark 

1 

2 

Silvereye 

12 


Welcome Swallow 

28 

11 

Common Blackbird 


1 

Common Starling 

3 
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Floating Islands Reserve—fauna search 
4 Jul 2013-14 July 2013 

GPS 54 709751E, 5753354N, alt. 143m. 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with DSE permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12. 

...Trevor Pescott 


Site 

The Floating Islands Reserve is a Parks Victoria managed 
area of 84.5 ha situated at the eastern edge of the Stony 
Rises about 20 km west of Colac. It gains its name from 
several peat islands that floated on a large area of water 
trapped in a deep depression in the rock formation beside 
the Princes Highway. Over the last few decades the lake 
lost its water and the islands became attached to the bed¬ 
rock. 

Our trapping site was west of Hawks Nest Road, 0.7 km 
north of the Princes Highway. 

The main tree species here are Manna Gums, 

Blackwoods and Tree Violet, while there is a ground cover 
mainly of pasture grasses. 

We have trapped at the Reserve on four previous 
occasions since August 2010, and in several other areas 
in the wider Stony Rises area. 


Results 

Dusky Antechinus A. swainsonii : one adult female was 
caught on 14/07/13 in trap El4 set among boulders; she 
weighed 42 gm, and had no indication of pouch 
development. According to Menkhorst (1995), young are 
born in mid-September; however, during our trapping 
exercise on 15 July 2011 we found two females each with 
eight well-developed pouch-young. Unfortunately, due to a 
misunderstanding at the time, we were unable to check on 
the progress of the young. We intend trapping here again 
in either October or November this year. 

House Mouse Mus musculus: very abundant with 4 caught 
on the first night, 9 on the second and 17 on the third, a 
total of 30 individuals. On 4 occasions two mice were in 
the one trap. 

Cameras 

The three cameras were set on 04/07/13 and collected on 
14/07/13, each focused on a bait ‘cage’ with contained the 
standard mix. 


Weather 

Initially fine, sunny and mild, but rain began on the 
morning of 13/07/13 and persisted until the following 
morning when our three-night exercise concluded. 


Elliott traps 

Fifty small Elliott traps were set on 11 July in two 
meandering lines, with El-40 in the main line and E41-50 
in the second, shorter line. The bait used was the standard 
herbivore mix of peanut butter, oatmeal and golden syrup. 
Each of the traps contained a small ball of bait and a 
handful of Dacron fibre to serve as bedding, and the trap 
was encased in a plastic cover to prevent rain from 
entering. 



Dusky Antechinus 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Results 

Camera 1: 

Black Wallaby Wallabia bicolor. 24 photographs including 
a female with a large pouch joey. 

House Mouse Mus musculus: 8 photographs including one 
in which there was also a wallaby. 

Black Rat Rattus rattus: 5 photographs showing clearly the 
long, slender tail. 

Feral Cat Felis catus: two individuals photographed—one 
black, the other striped grey. 

Fallow Deer Cervus dama : 2 photographs in which there 
were 1 and 3 animals respectively. 

Camera 2: 

Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula: 4 
photographs. 

Black Wallaby W. bicolor: 25 photographs including a 
female and joey, possibly the same animal that was 
photographed at camera 1. 

Feral Cat F. catus: 3 photographs of a grey-striped animal, 
probably the same one as at camera 1. 

Camera 3: 

Common Brushtail Possum T. vulpecula: 1 photograph; it 
is probably the same animal as at camera 2 as both 
photographs show a distinctive bare patch on the 
animal’s lower back. 

Mammals 

Dusky Antechinus: one female trapped. 

Common Brushtail Possum: one photographed. 

Black Wallaby: photographed and observed. 

House Mouse: 30 trapped, others photographed. 
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Black Rat: photographed. 
Feral Cat: two photographed. 
Fallow Deer: photographed. 


Birds 


Australian Shelduck 
Whistling Kite 
Long-billed Corella 
Crimson Rosella 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Brown Thornbill 
Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


Golden Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Currawong 
Little Raven 
Silvereye 
Common Starling 


Reptiles 

None observed. 

Amphibians 

Southern Brown Tree Frog: heard calling from near the 
truck parking area. 


Common Froglet: heard calling from near the truck parking 
area. 

Southern Smooth Froglet: a frog heard calling may have 
been this species, but it requires confirmation. 

References 

Menkhorst, Peter W. (ed.) (1995) Mammals of Victoria. 

Oxford Uni. Press. Sydney. 

For the reports on previous trapping at the Floating 
Islands, see Geelong Naturalist Vols. 46.05, 46.06, 46.08 
and 47.04. 

Thanks 

Our thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to carry out 
our Fauna Search; to Frances Grundy, Alison Watson, 
Shona Innes, Helen Langley, Charlotte Bryant, Chrissy 
Freestone, Kylie McLaren and eight international 
conservation volunteers, thanks for setting, checking and 
collecting the traps and cameras. 


Winter Wader Count results 

...John Newman 



Moolap Saltworks 

Connewarre/Misc 

Swan Bay 

Bellarine Peninsula 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 

18 

2 

14 

34 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Black-winged Stilt 

98 

234 

55 

387 

Red-necked Avocet 

31 

207 

0 

238 

Banded Stilt 

558 

32 

23 

613 

Pacific Golden Plover 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Grey Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Red-capped Plover 

144 

114 

73 

331 

Double-banded Plover 

0 

259 

20 

279 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

4 

24 

0 

28 

Hooded Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

0 

10 

0 

10 

Banded Lapwing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Masked Lapwing 

63 

113 

45 

221 

Latham's Snipe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

0 

8 

13 

21 

Eastern Curlew 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grey-tailed Tattler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Greenshank 

3 

22 

0 

25 

Marsh Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wood Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ruddy Turnstone 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Great Knot 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Red Knot 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Red-necked Stint 

23 

108 

0 

131 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Curlew Sandpiper 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Unidentified small waders 

0 




TOTALS: 

943 

1,138 

243 

2,324 
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Geelong’s gumtrees: The Peppermints 


...Trevor Pescott 


F our species of peppermint gums have been recorded 
in the Geelong region; three are indigenous, while the 
fourth has been planted in at least one reserve where a 
small grove of excellent specimens is now well 
established. 

Peppermints belong to the subgenus Eucalyptus, section 
Aromatica, series Radiatae; one conspicuous feature of 
the trees is the strong peppermint aroma that comes from 
the leaves when they are crushed. All have buds in groups 
of 11 or more, and the seed-capsules are very small. 

The first of the four is the River Peppermint, Eucalyptus 
elata. It is native to eastern Victoria and coastal New 
South Wales. As its common name suggests, it grows 
along river valleys in deep, rich soil. 

It is not indigenous to the Geelong region, but a small 
grove was planted at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 
between the car-park and the picnic tables, when the 
reserve was being established. 

The trees are tall, straight-trunked with the bark rough and 
fibrous on the lower two or three metres, then smooth, 
light grey with ribbons of shed bark still attached. The 
leaves are narrow-lanceolate in shape, and about 150 mm 
long and 7-15 mm wide. 

The inflorescence contains 11-30 or more buds, and the 
flowers occur in spring. 

The seed-capsules are small, 3-6 mm in diameter. 



River Peppermint 


The Narrow-leaved Peppermint, E. radiata subsp 
radiata, is the most widely distributed of the four. It grows 
in the Brisbane Ranges, Wombat Forest and Otway 
Ranges, and it is listed for the You Yangs. 

The trees vary in height from a small to medium-sized 
tree; the rough, fibrous and often deeply fissured bark 


extends to the smallest branches. Leaves are narrow- 
lanceolate in shape, and measure about 150 mm long and 
6-15 mm wide, and they are slightly glossy, green to blue- 
green. 

There are seven or more buds in each inflorescence, and 
the flowers open in October through to January. 



Narrow-leaved Peppermint 



Broad-leaved Peppermint 


Next is the Broad-leaved Peppermint, E. dives. Its 

distribution is the central and south tablelands of New 
South Wales, east and central Victoria, and locally 
extends into the Brisbane Ranges as far south as Anakie 
where it grows on poorer, drier soils. 

It is a small to medium-sized tree with a spreading 
structure, the branches often sweeping the ground. The 
bark is rough, fibrous and fissured, similar to that of the 
previous species. 

As the name suggests, the lanceolate leaves are broad, 
measuring about 150 mm long and 15-30 mm wide. 

It produces 11 or more buds and the flowers may be found 
in September and October. Seed-capsules are 4-7 mm 
wide. 


8 Geelong Naturalist August 2013 



















The fourth is the Shining, or Western Peppermint, E. 
falciformis. Its distribution includes the Eastern Otways 
and west of Penola into South Australia. 

It is a small tree, growing to about 15 m; the bark is rough, 
fibrous and fissured on the trunk, but smooth and light 
grey on the branches. 

Its common name comes from the rather glossy leaves 
which are firm-textured, about 130 mm long and 18- 
30 mm wide. 

There are usually 11 or more buds in each inflorescence. 

It is a spring-flowering tree. Seed-capsules are 6-9 mm in 
diameter. 

It was identified as a distinct species in 2008, so earlier 
references will refer to it as E. willisii subsp falciformis. 

References 

Brooker, M. I. H. and Kleinig, D. A. (2006) Field Guide to 
Eucalypts, Vol.1. 3rd edn, Blooming Books. Melb. 

Blooming Books, Melb. 



Shining Peppermint 


Costermans, Leon (2009) Native Trees and Shrubs of 
South-Eastern Australia, New Holland Publishers, 
Sydney. 

MacDonald, Margaret (ed) (2009) Flowers of Anglesea 
and Aireys Inlet, Inverted Logic, Melb. 

Nicolle, Dean (2006) Eucalypts of Victoria and Tasmania. 


Orange-bellied Parrot survey, July 2013 

... Craig Morley 

Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group Co-ordinator 

J ust on 50 observers assisted with these surveys, including a number 
who were involved for the first time. 

Blue-winged Parrots were observed at several sites, including Breamlea, 
Bancoora, Karaaf, Lake Connewarre, Swan Bay and Avalon. Alas no 
Orange-bellied Parrots were sighted on the Bellarine Peninsula though 
there was plenty of compensation with White-bellied Sea-Eagles, Lewin’s 
Rails, Spotted Harrier, Black Falcon and Southern Emu-wrens. There were 
2 Orange-bellied Parrots observed in the restricted area at Werribee before 
and after the survey week-end. 

If you would like to participate in the surveys on the Bellarine Peninsula on 
the 14th and 15th September, please contact Craig (contact details inside 
back cover). 


The site se 
Otway Ranges. 


Next fauna survey 

is Peters Hill, the highest part of the Eastern 


Meet at the Fire Tower on 
traps, then at 8.30 a.m. on 


8 August at 1.00 p.m. to set the 
Saturday and Sunday. 



We have undertaken trapping in this i 
occasions with mixed success. 


ral area on previous 


To reach Peters Hill, take the Winchelsea-Deans M^h Road, turn 
left at Bambra, drive past the tennis courts and Jinda Pai'kon the 
Bam bra-Aireys Inlet Road. The tower is about 6 km from Be 


Angair Wildflower Show 
21-22 September 
10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
Anglesea Memorial Hall, McMillan St 

These are the weekend attractions: 

* Spectacular displays of indigenous flowers 

* Guided wildflower walks and bus tours 

* Indigenous plants for sale 

* Art and craft exhibitions and stalls 

* Light refreshments throughout the day 

* Children’s activities 

* Swap an environmental weed for a local plant 

Adults $5, Children Free, Students/Pensioners $2 
Winsome Coutts (Publicity Wildflower Show) 

5263 3239 or 0413 946 343 

[Volunteers for the GFNC stand please contact 
Deborah Evans.] 



This activity has been cancelled 
because Trevor is ill. 

Get well soon Trevor. 
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Mt Rothwell Night Walk 
Saturday 24 August 

Starts at 5.00 p.m. 

BBQ dinner included 

Cost: $25 Adult, $10 Child, $60 Family (2 adult 2 child), Under 5yr Free 

Come along and share this unique wildlife experience with 
Western Melbourne Catchments Network 

RSVP Thurs 15 August 2013 

Booking are confirmed after payment to: 

Western Melbourne Catchment Network, 

Bendigo Bank: BSB: 633-000 Account number: 111 635 546 
Payment by cash, cheque or bank deposit must be received by RSVP date 
Phone: 0447 133 334— E-mail: facilitator@wmcn.org.au 

Where: 5 Mt Rothwell Rd, Little River 

How to get there: From Little River-Ripley Rd approx. 800 m from a bend, turn 
left onto Mt Rothwell Road (unsealed) 

MELWAYS, KEY MAP 11, Cl 0 


SEANA 

SOUTH EAST AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTS’ ASSOCIATION Inc. 

No A0044963D ABN 23 918 778 150 

SPRING CAMP 
11-14 October 2013 

LIVING IN THE LANDSCAPE 
The Goulburn and Murray Rivers and their Ecosystems 

Victoria’s largest riverine plain has some of the most significant vegetation systems in the state. The River Red Gum forests and 
wetlands of the River Murray are the largest remaining stand of River Red Gums, an area of almost 65,000 ha straddling the 
border of Victoria and New South Wales. However, the river floodplains, the grasslands and the nearby foothills have been much 
altered by historical logging and clearance for farming. The network of recently created National and State Parks goes some way 
to address this issue. We know the role of private landholders in identifying, protecting and enhancing remnant vegetation has 
been important as well, and we’ll investigate farms with excellent environmental credentials. We have the largest Red Gum forest 
in the world but the smallest amount of remnant grassy woodland. We’ll be investigating various areas including the Murray River 
and the Cadell Fault, we’ll offer a cruise on the Murray and the wetlands, a trip to the red gum forest to look at forest giants, guided 
walks in remnant Grey Box Grassy woodlands, and we’ll spend time with the Yorta Yorta people of this area who have an 
important cultural role in the conservancy of this country, their country. A full day birding excursion will also be on offer. We’ll be 
based in Numurkah at the Town Hall of our small and friendly country town. The Broken Creek flows through Numurkah, and a 
feature here is the resident bat population and nearby wetlands. 

Registration form available from Deborah Evans or Lorraine Phelan. Full payment by 13 September. 

It is recommended that you arrange you own accommodation in Shepparton. 
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Out and about: Random thoughts about butterflies 

... Valda Dedman 


Keeping warm in winter 

In America you can buy a butterfly hibernation box for your 
garden. It looks like a tall narrow bird box with a number of 
vertical slits. It colder climates such as Britain and the U.S. 
butterflies really do hibernate, usually in barns or 
outhouses and sometimes even enter houses. Many 
spend winter under bark or among logs. Other butterflies 
migrate to warmer places for the winter; the spectacular 
Monarch migrations south to Mexico are well documented. 
In California some form winter clusters, from which they 
occasionally emerge and fly on sunny days and then 
return. 

In Australia Monarchs north of the Richmond River in New 
South Wales continue to breed throughout the year. 
Further south, adults may remain in a non-breeding state 
for several months, and will overwinter in clusters of 
thousands, using the same trees year after year. Males 
arrive first; a week or so later the females arrive. They fly 
around the trees during the warmth of the day, but return 
to their clusters for the night. The clusters appear about 
April and remain until August or September, when the 
butterflies start to mate. The females move off first to lay 
their eggs on new growth and several generations may 
succeed one another as they travel south, and they arrive 
around Geelong about late January. 

It is probably too cold for them to overwinter here as 
adults, though they have been recorded as late as June.* 
There are records of other species flying on sunny winter 
days. Braby (1987) has records of Common Grass-blues 
in July 1985 and states that Yellow Admirals are believed 
to semi-hibernate throughout the Victorian winter and may 
appear during sunny periods. On 8 July 1987 Braby saw 
them hilltopping on a granite outcrop at Teneriffe, 20 km 
from Euroa. It was a warm, still, sunny afternoon with a 
temperature of about 16°C. ‘ The admirals which I 
observed landed to fly rapidly about the highest point and 
would frequently settle on the ground for short periods in 
selected territories. One individual, in perfect condition, 
also favoured landing on a small shrub.' Braby also 
wondered if the ‘fresh’ appearance of the admirals 
indicated that they were newly emerged from 
overwintering pupae. 

Alpine Xenicas hunker down in clusters at night around 
their grassy food plant; Silver Xenicas do the same in 
Carex swamps. Most butterflies only fly when the sun is 
out and their bodies have warmed enough. Some only fly 
in the warmest part of the day; in tropical climates they 
may avoid this period. 

Keeping cool in summer 

Where do pregnant female Common Browns hang out 
over the summer months? As yet, I have found no 


references as to location. I expect they hide away by 
themselves among long grasses, or do many aestivate 
together in cool places, such as under the house or in 
caves, like the Bogong moths? I have never looked for 
them. Have you? Ringed Xenica females rest in cool 
shaded areas among dense vegetation in gullies and 
crevices in creek banks during the driest and hottest part 
of summer. 

Territorial Considerations 

Male butterflies are keen to mate as soon as possible. The 
males of a number of species hilltop so that they can 
survey the surrounding area for females. The hill may only 
be a slight elevation on a plain, or it may be above trees or 
on top of a real mountain. Males will gather there but each 
has his own territory. A fresh arrival has to be checked 
out. If it is of a different species, the encounter will be 
short, but if it is a rival male, there will be an aerial battle 
from which the resident will usually emerge victorious. 
When the intruder starts to retreat, he will be pursued 
downhill and must fly away to find his own hilltop. If a 
female arrives, the male switches into courtship mode and 
pursues her. Patrolling is an alternative tactic. Males fly 
continually through a large area, along tracks, woodland 
edges or following streams, always on the lookout for 
females, and visit foodplants. Other males are chased off. 
Marbled Xenicas strongly hilltop and establish territories 
by perching in selected areas on the ground. 

Emblems 

No Australian state has an insect emblem, let alone a 
butterfly one. If you had to choose a butterfly icon for 
Victoria, what would it be? A common species, to which 
everyone can relate, or a rare and endangered one that 
needs public recognition for its very survival? There is only 
one butterfly species that is endemic to Victoria, and it is 
less than ten years since it was elevated to full species 
status. Have you even heard of the Golden-rayed Blue? 
That is a pretty name for Candalides noelkeri. This 
butterfly has rich golden-bronze scales distributed along 
the upper edge of the blue forewings and on the veins on 
the upper side of both wings, and a prominent dark mark 
on the pale underside of both wings. 

Candalides noelkeri was known from only two sites, Lake 
Wyn Wyn and Oliver’s Lake near Natimuk; then in 2007 it 
was found feeding on planted Creeping Boobialla at the 
Grains Innovation Park in Horsham, and more recently 
during a health check of wetlands by DSE and Wimmera 
CMA a new colony was found near Lake Hindmarsh and 
more have since been found near Mt Arapiles. These new 
finds are encouraging, but the butterfly is still regarded as 
threatened and is not protected by legislation. 
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The Golden-rayed Blue has very specific habitat 
requirements. It lives on flood plains bordering natural 
saline lakes, where its larval food plant Creeping Boobialla 
Myoporum parvifolium grows. It deposits its eggs on the 
leaves, and pupates in the litter below. The tiny dark blue 
butterflies sip nectar from the white, starry flowers. The 
larvae eat the flowers, buds and other soft green parts of 
the plant. The female will only lay her eggs on plants 
growing in full sun. Adults have been seen flying from late 
August to March, although spring is the main flight season. 
Pupation may last 10-12 months, but may be as quick as 
two weeks if conditions are right and there are plenty of 
fresh green shoots available for larvae. 

Saltmarsh Butterflies 

After Geoff Carr said that very little was known of insects 
on his beloved saltmarsh plants, I checked my books and 
locally only the Saltbush Blue is listed, although Saltpan 
Blue larvae are recorded as feeding on Tereticornia 
quinquefolia. This butterfly, however, has only been 
recorded along the coast east of Wilsons Promontory, 
although all its food plants occur locally. Has anyone 
looked at our own saltmarsh in summer to see what is 
around? When you are looking for those elusive birds, 
please spare an eye for the butterflies. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Winter reading 

I have been reading Mariposa Road: the First Butterfly Big 
Year, by Robert Michael Pyle. Mariposa is the Spanish 
word for butterfly and the road is his year-long search for 
at least 500 butterflies throughout the U.S. (including 
Hawaii and Alaska) during 2008. It was the butterfly 
equivalent of The Big Twitch, by Sean Dooley. Pyle was 
helped by his tremendous knowledge and a network of 
lepidopterists (or lepists as they like to be called) 
throughout the States. Much of his journey was made as 
cheaply as possible in an old 1982 Honda Civic 
hatchback, traversing highways and back roads, sleeping 
in car parks, and waiting for the sun to emerge. I was 
struck by the sheer numbers of butterflies he saw, often 
several species flying together. Sometimes he found a 
large number of butterfly road-kills, a new concept for me. 
He recorded 478 individual species altogether, the 
greatest number in any one day was 80 (on 20 October in 
Lower Rio Grande Valley), and the species seen on the 


greatest number of days was the Monarch, on 92 days of 
the year. There were 86 days with zero species. 

It would be a different story in Australia, where there are 
400 species, very unevenly distributed. You would have to 
spend half your time in Queensland, in tropical rainforest, 
and many days on Cape York, where two thirds of our 
species occur, 226 of them north of Coen. Fewer than 20 
species might be encountered in the desert third of 
Australia, although if it was a good year, who knows what 
might turn up. In our wider Geelong area it is possible to 
see between 60 and 80 species. However, during our 
present GFNC observations only 34 species have been 
recorded. 

My thanks to Marilyn Hewish for photocopying for me the 
Braby article. 
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*Stop Press. Since writing the above I have received a 
record of a Monarch in Geelong in mid July! Craig Morley 
and David Tytherleigh saw one on the afternoon of 15 July 
in Eastern Park, at the western end beside the BBQ area. 

It was flying at tree height from SW to NE. A Monarch is 
not something you can easily mistake. It is a most 
unusual sighting. There are not even Cabbage Whites 
around at the moment. 


Additions to the library 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Y ou can now view the GFNC library catalogue on our webpage—look under the first tab (Activities) and click on ‘Our 
Library’. There you will find three PDF files and you can choose between Dewey order, author order or title order. 
The following books have been added to the library: 


A Flutter of Butterflies, Michael Braby & Penny Olsen, 2011 
[743.65 BRA] 

Curious Minds: The Discoveries of Australian Naturalists, Peter 
Mclnnes, 2012 [508.94 MCI] 

Estuary Plants and What's Happening To Them in South-East 
Australia, Geoff Sainty, John Hosking, Geoff Carr & Paul 


Adam, 2012 [581.76 SAI] 

Hyena, Mikita Brottman, 2012 [599.7 BRO] 

Plants of Melbourne’s Western Plains: a Gardener’s guide to the 
Original Flora, (2nd edn), APS Keilor Plains Group, 2012 
(Helen Schofield) [581.99451 PLA] 
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Book review: The Elephant Whisperer by Lawrence Anthony 

...Lorraine Phelan 

O ur Eco Book Group study this month was a story of how an owner of 5000 acres in 
Zululand, South Africa took in an unwanted herd of seven elephants, a herd that was 
causing trouble in another reserve in Africa. If he hadn’t taken them they would have been 
killed. Gradually, gradually his gentle approach with the herd has positive results and he wins 
their trust. Lawrence Anthony took risks—the elephants were angry and determined to escape, 
there were poachers on his property, and his neighbours were distrustful—but his 
determination (with the support of his wife and staff) is inspiring. The Elephant Whisperer is a 
heart-warming story that offers insights into the lives of elephants and conservation issues— 
our discussion was wide-ranging and stimulating. 

Our next Eco Book Group meeting is on 29 October. Mark it on your calendar. 


Facebook and webpage 

GFNC’s webpage and Facebook page have been updated. 
Please consider bookmarking them, checking them out 
regularly and contributing. 

http://home.vicnet. net.au/~gfnc/ 
http://www.facebook.com/aeelongfnc 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

e-mail address: gfnc@vicnet.net.au 



Bird observations 
July 2013 

...John Newman & Barry Lingham 


T he winter records for July continue to demonstrate 
excellent numbers and variety of wetland birds, off¬ 
shore pelagic species and raptors. 

Freckled Ducks continue to be recorded at numerous 
locations in very good numbers locally, reflecting similar 
observations from wetlands across the country. 
Presumably reflecting good breeding over recent wet 
seasons, birders do not have to delve very far back to the 
more usual situation of very few records of Australia’s 
rarest duck. Numerous pelagic species have been 
recorded off our headlands including an outstanding 
record of Sooty Albatross by Tom Fletcher and Barry 
Lingham. There are rewards for patient observers braving 
wintery cold and wind. 

With duck-hunting season finished, two records of 
Australasian Bittern at the previous stronghold Reedy 
Lake bring hope of more regular records into spring. 
Raptors have also been widespread and numerous in 
keeping with the trend over recent months. Trevor Lumb’s 
excellent record of Eastern Osprey at Pt Impossible 


started a run of records of this locally very rare raptor from 
across Port Philip Heads. Up to three birds are now 
regularly seen around Pt Nepean. 

Lewin’s Rails and further records of the over wintering 
Broad-billed Sandpiper at Lake Connewarre reiterate the 
importance of this wetland for rare species and good 
numbers of wintering blue-winged parrots. 

Observers: 

ASh, Alex Shackleton; AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; 
BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissie Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Morley; DE, Deborah Evans; DBo, David Boyle; DRa, David 
Rantall; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GFNC Ex 
(Birdgroup Excursion); GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon 
McCarthy; HP, Hugo Phillipps; HSc, Helen Schofield; JCrr, Jenny 
Carr; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JHe, Jo Heatlie; JN, John Newman; LBr, 
Lance Breguet; LC, Lynne Clark; LMn, Lachlan Manley; MAT, 
Mary-Anne Thorpe; MCh, Miles Charlesworth; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; OBP, OBP survey; PW, Phil Watson; RGa, Rob Ganly; 
SZ, Shuyong Zang; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TL, Trevor Lumb; TP, 
Trevor Pescott. 
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Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Musk Duck 

P 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. 

TFI, BL 


2 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 

Freckled Duck 

100+ 

14/07 

Begola Wetland. Numbers seem to have increased over the past month. 

BL 


135 

07/07 

L Lome. Movement of this species between L lorne and McLeods Waterholes. 

TL 


150+ 

16/07 

L Lorne. 

GMc 


1 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon, S. Loafing on mud with head under wing. 

GFNC Ex 


48 

16/07 

McLeods Waterholes. 

GMc 

Australian Shelduck 

2 

27/07 

Black Rocks. 

MCh, DBo 

Pink-eared Duck 

10+ 

14/07 

Begola Wetland. Unusual at this Ocean Grove wetland. 

BL 


31 + 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. 

DBo 


45 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 


165 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 


24 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 


60 

15/07 

L Victoria. Unusually large flock for this location. 

JCrr 


3 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon, N. 

GFNC Ex 

Australasian Shoveler 

222 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. 

DBo 


24 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 

Blue-billed Duck 

10 

07/07 

L Lorne. 2 M, others F or eclipse plumage. 

TL 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

500e 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon. Incl estuary to bay 200e. 

GFNC Ex 

Tawny Frog mouth 

1 

15/07 

Wallington, Rhinds Rd. Flew from edge of road to low branch in early morning. 

CFr 

Black-browed Albatross 

few 

04/07 

Pt Lonsdale. In Rip area. 

JHe 

Albatross sp 

45+ 

29/07 

Barwon Heads, from the Bluff. Mainly Black-browed, on surface in area where cray pots 

GMc, TFI, 




were set. 

BL 

Shy Albatross 

20 

05/07 

Pt Addis. 

TL 


20+ 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse. Very strong W wind. Many inside Port Phillip Bay. 

TFI, BL 

Yellow-nosed Albatross 

1 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse. Very strong W wind. In the Rip. 

TFI, BL 

Sooty Albatross 

1 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse. Very strong W wind. Passed quickly to the E, just beyond 
breakers. 

TFI, BL 

Southern Giant-Petrel 

1 

30/06 

Lorne. At the end of the pier, where people were fishing. 

AW, PW 

Giant-Petrel sp. 

1 + 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse. Very strong W wind. Briefly landed on the surface in the Rip. 

TFI, BL 

Prion sp. 

1 

05/07 

Pt Addis. W shaped marking seen on back, but unable to identify species. 

TL 

Fluttering Shearwater 

10 

05/07 

Pt Addis. 

TL 

Common Diving-Petrel 

5+ 

30/06 

Pt Addis, c500m offshore. Calm. Landing on water and then diving. Auk-like profile when 
swmming. 

BL, BML 

Black-faced Cormorant 

1 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale, lighthouse area. 

TL 

Australasian Bittern 

1 

14/07 

Reedy Lake. Photographed flying over lake. 

SZ 


1 

20/07 

Reedy Lake, off Moolap Station Rd. Bird flushed from reeds on W side of lake and flew NE 
for 200 m. 

DTy 

White-necked Heron 

3 

25/07 

Mt Duneed. In flooded section of paddock E of Horseshoe Bend Rd, S of Fisher Rd. 

TFI, GMc 

Eastern Great Egret 

1 

02/07 

L Connewarre, Brinsmeads Lane at lake edge. It caught an eel, about 50 cm long and 

BL, TFI, 




deftly manoeuvred the eel to swallowed it in about 1 minute. 

GMc 

Cattle Egret 

20 

17/07 

Belmont Common. Feeding in flooded playing fields. Two birds with some breeding 
plumage. 

DTy 


100+ 

23/07 

Drysdale, Murradoc Rd. With cattle. 

DRa 

Eastern Osprey 

1 

26/06 

Pt Impossible, Karaaf Wetlands. Rare sighting of this species. 

TL 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

1 

20/07 

Reedy Lake. Pursued by L Raven. 

DTy 


2 

27/7 

Lake Connewarre, east side. One on nest and one flying over with eel in talons. 

OBP per 

DE 

GMc, MAT 

Whistling Kite 

2 

13/07 

Serendip Sanctuary. Pr continually attacking a coot that was separated from a raft. 
Eventually killed the coot and it was dragged to a log and plucked. Body of another coot 
noted in water. 


Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

15/07 

Bacchus Marsh, township. Ad perched in top of tree in garden. 

MHe, DHe 


1 

29/06 

Jerringot. Harassed a passing Swamp Harrier. 

DTy 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

07/07 

Connewarre, Stacey's Rd. F bird flying low in paddock. Harassed by magpie, then flew W. 

DTy 


1 

04/07 

Lara. Also on 9/7/13. 

JDg 


2 

29/06 

Leopold, Portarlington Rd. Two birds circling. 

JCrr 


1 

06/07 

Leopold, Cnr Christies Rd and Bellarine Hwy. Hunting along road edge. 

DBo 


1 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon. Grassland adj to Hovells Ck. Sub-ad 

GFNC Ex 


2 

03/07 

Mt Rothwell, eastern-most rocky knoll. Flying low over scattered shrubs. 

HSc 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

3 

03/07 

Marcus Hill, Bellarine Rail Trail. Single bird loosely associating with another pr. Pr 
attempted a foot touching manoeuvre. 

TL 


1 

11/07 

Ocean Grove NR. 

JCrr 


2 

04/07 

Wallington, Bellarine Hwy, near Homestead Nursing Home. 

JHe 

Little Eagle 

P 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. 

TFI, BL 


1 

25/07 

Breamlea. Circling over town with at least 6 Whistling Kites. 

TFI, GMc 


1 

02/07 

Curlewis, Coriyule Rd. Hunting over tree plantations and perched in pine tree. Light phase. 

BLI, TFI, 



Attacked by magpie. 

GMc 


2 

30/06 

Drysdale, Belchers Rd. Light phase bird landing in pines. A dark phase bird noted later 
nearer to Drysdale. 

BL, BML 


1 

04/07 

Lara, Princes Fwy. Attacked by Little Raven. 

BL, TFI 


1 

11/07 

Lara, Windemere Rd. Flew off from a dead lamb. 

JDg 


2 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon. 

GFNC Ex 


1 

03/07 

North Geelong, McKellar Centre. Flying SE to NW. Pursued by 2 Masked Lapwings then by 
a Hobby. 

DTy 


1 

03/07 

Swan Bay, Swan Bay Rd. Light morph, circling over bushland. 

TL 

Australian Hobby 

1 

12/07 

East Geelong, Verner St. Flying overhead. 

TL 


2 

24/07 

North Geelong, McKellar Centre. Pr sitting together in gum tree. Possibly pr that nested on 
Old Golf Course site last year—not seen since nesting tree felled in Jan 2013. 

DTy 
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Black Falcon 

1 

09/07 

Avalon, Point Wilson Rd. 

JCrr 


1 

25/07 

Connewarre, Stacey's Rd, N of Lake Rd. F with distinct white throat. 

TFI, GMc 


P 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. 

DBo 


1 

11/07 

Lara, Windemere Rd. 

JDg 


1 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon N. Circling high OH, before dropping rapidly out of sight. 

GFNC Ex 


1 

26/06 

Mt Duneed, Whites Lane. Not usually seen sth of Geelong. 

TL 


1 

06/07 

Ocean Grove, Cnr Thacker and Wallington Rds. 

JCrr 

Peregrine Falcon 

2 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. Homing pigeons released in a flock from Avalon Beach. Flock rose and 
circled and Peregrine appeared within 30 seconds. One pigeon was isolated from the 
flock and chased down. Pigeon owners unhappy. 

TFI, BL 


1 

22/06 

Pt Henry. Circling OH, W shoreline. Seemed to be taking some interest in the rafts of 

300e Chestnut Teal out on water. 

CMo, RGa 

Brolga 

3 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. 

DBo 

Lewin's Rail 

1 

27/07 

L Connewarre, South side. 1 km downstream of the delta. Flushed from undergrowth and 
flew to Lignum bush. 

BL 


1 

27/07 

L Connewarre, South side. Near farmland off Belchers Rd. Flushed from undergrowth and 
flew to Lignum bush. 

JN 

Australian Spotted Crake 

1 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 


1 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

2 

29/07 

Barwon Heads. Rock platform below the Bluff. Prising shellfish from reef. 

GMc, TFI, 

BL 

TFI, BL 


2 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale. Pr flying W. 


2 

05/07 

Pt Lonsdale. Pr on rocks below lighthouse. 

BL, DTy 

Red-necked Avocet 

14 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. In ponds behind toilet block. 

ASh 


P 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. 

TFI, BL 


20 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 

Banded Stilt 

c300 

21/06 

Avalon Beach. 

TFI 


P 

03/07 

Avalon Beach. Many hundreds swimming and feeding in pond behind shacks on beach. 

TFI, BL 


11 

23/06 

L Victoria. 

DBo 


25 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon. Small mobile flock. 

GFNC Ex 


16 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, Nr SW corner. 

DBo 


1 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 

Hooded Plover 

9 

29/06 

Blue Rocks, S end of 13th beach. 7 ad, 2 imm.Feeding among beachwashed kelp. 

DTy 

Banded Lapwing 

P 

04/07 

Avalon, Pousties Rd. 

BL, TFI 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

02/07 

Wallington. Nesting in Grubb Rd-Bellarine Hwy roundabout. 

TFI 

Common Greenshank 

1 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 

1 

29/06 

L Connewarre, 400 m E of Brinsmeads lane carpark. With Red-capped Plovers. 

Birdline 

Crested Tern 

28e 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon, 10; estuary to bay, 18. 

GFNC Ex 

Kelp Gull 

1 

06/07 

Pt Lonsdale. One seen with pacific Gulls flying across Rip. 

BL; DTy 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

1 

12/07 

East Geelong, Verner St. 

TL 

Red-rumped Parrot 

50 

05/07 

Lara, Golf Links Rd. Winter flock. Also 37 in 3/7/13 

JDg 

Blue-winged Parrot 

80+ 

22/06 

Salt Swamp. Large flock 

DTy, CMo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

1 

16/07 

Queenscliff, Murray Rd. Winter record. Early return? 

HP, TFI 

Striated Fieldwren 

P 

21/06 

Avalon Beach. 

TFI 


2 

27/07 

Black Rocks. 

MCh, DBo 

Weebill 

4+ 

17/07 

Bacchus Marsh. In urban garden since 17/5/13 

MHe 

Spotted Pardalote 

15 

12/07 

Balyang Sanctuary. Two gums with dead leaves hosted a group of birds. 

JCrr 


3 

24/07 

West Geelong, Shannon Av. 2 calling from flowering gum in supermarket carpark. 

Another seen feeding on lerps. 

DTy 

Little Wattlebird 

1 

26/06 

Newtown. Chased and attacked by a Red Wattlebird. 

RGa 

White-naped Honeyeater 

35 

04/07 

Bannockburn bush. Some flowering Yellow Gums attracting the honeyeaters, despite 
strong winds. 

TL 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

1 

07/07 

Drysdale. Bike track behind Golf Club. This species usually leaves the area over winter. 

TL 


2 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. 

DBo 


1 

12/07 

Mannerim, Banks Rd, junction with Rail Trail. Not usually seen during winter. 

TL 


P 

13/06 

Moolap Saltworks, SW corner. 

DBo 

Crested Shrike-tit 

1 

03/07 

Fyansford, Barwon R, nr footbridge. Noted foraging then resting on branch. 

CFr 


1 

27/06 

You Yangs, Rockwell Rd. Seeking insects in tree bark. 

LBr 

Golden Whistler 

1 

11/07 

Ocean Grove NR. Mature male. 

JCrr 

Australian Magpie 

6 

26/06 

Newtown. Including 2 juveniles pestering a food-carrying female. 

RGa 

Pied Currawong 

30+ 

15/07 

Bacchus Marsh, 30-40 present since 22/6. First record of large flocks in town. Move 
around town and fly north at dusk. 

MHe, DHe 


few 

all 

Highton, Nth Valley Rd. Resident. After observers absence for 2.5 years, noted decline in 

LC 



year 

smaller birds such as honeyeaters. 



12 

05/07 

Leopold, Rail Trail. Group moved into the area over past 2-3 weeks. 

DBo 

Little Raven 

P 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp. Carrying nestng material 

DBo 

Restless Flycatcher 

1 

23/06 

Anakie, Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd. Remnant bush beside Hovells Ck. 

TL 

Flame Robin 

7 

29/06 

Connewarre, Lake Rd. 4M and 3 brown birds. 

DTy 


1 

22/06 

Hospital Swamp.Male 

DBo 


3+ 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon/Hovells Ck. At least 2 brown birds along fencelines and 1 M along 
fence adj to shelterbelt at end of Cummins Rd. 

GFNC Ex 


3 

11/07 

Ocean Grove NR, 3 males. 

JCrr 


1 

01/07 

Swan Bay. M. Partially leucistic bird. 

per TP 

Pink Robin 

1 

25/06 

Highton, Nth Valley Rd. Garden visit. Area has several tall trees and understorey. 

LC 


1 

24/06 

Pt Addis, Carpark opp beach access. Foraging and returning to same branch. Also on 

26/6. 

GGt 

Silvereye 

13 

27/06 

Limeburners Lagoon, In shrubs nr estuary; flock of 5 with at least some Tas race with rich 
buff flanks and flock of 8 at least some with pale flanks. 

GFNC Ex 

Mistletoebird 

1 

21/07 

Newtown, Barwon R, E side, nr Queens Bridge. Feeding on mistletoe berries in dead 
tree. Observers 1 st record for here. 

CFr 

Diamond Firetail 

4 

23/06 

Anakie, Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd. Remnant bush beside Hovells Ck. Some in a dead 
wattle. 

TL 
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GFNC Excursion 
Bellarine Rail Trail 
Sunday 18 August 
Leader: Deborah Evans 

This excursion will be an opportunity to look at three sections 
along the Geelong-Drysdale end of the Bellarine Rail Trail that 
have been the focus of planting and maintenance work by the 
Friends of the Bellarine Rail Trail. We will start at Moolap for a 
look at some of the early plantings there, then proceed to 
Christie’s Rd in Leopold where there are toilets and a shelter 
for lunch and have a look at the more ‘formal’ style plantings 
done in the town. After lunch we will go to the Curlewis Rd 
access point to see the different plantings at that locality. And if 
we finish early and it’s a nice day ... well, the rail trail goes right 
through to Queenscliff! 

All of these spots will be a chance to do a bit of birdwatching as 
well as learning about the plant species that have been used in 
the re-vegetation, so bring both your binoculars and your hand 
lenses. 

Please try to car pool so we have as few cars as possible to 
move between the three localities. 

Meet: 10.00 a.m. at Knapp Road off Moolap Station Road 
(Melways 453 F11) 

Bring: Morning and afternoon tea, snacks, drinks and lunch; 
the usual winter gear and sensible walking shoes; binoculars, 
hand lenses and cameras. 

Contact: Deborah Evans, 5243 8687 

Beforehand: Check out the Friends’ website chttp:// 

www.fbrt.com.au/fbrt/main/about.htm 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 15 August 2013 

Danny Rogers 

Birds and feathers/moults and plumage 


Mailing roster 

August: Jan Venters 
September: Polly Cutcliffe 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 22 August 
Pt Addis and Ironbark Basin 
Leader: Craig Morley 

Meet: 9 a.m. at the Point Addis car park. (Melways Map 611 
(D10) ed 32 or VICroads Map 93 (F8) ed 6). 

Car-pool: Those who wish to car-pool should meet at Highton 
Shopping Centre car park, corner Belle Vue Ave and Roslyn 
Rd., Highton (Melways Map451 (Dll) ed 32), at 8 a.m. sharp. 
Finish: about 12 noon ... or you might like to stay for lunch 
after the excursion. 

We will be sea-watching for the first part of the morning and 
depending on weather, seabird activity etc., we will adjourn to 
the Ironbark Basin car park for morning tea and then possibly a 
walk in the basin. 

In preparation for this excursion you are encouraged to browse 
through the seabird section of your field guide and especially 
check the underwing patterns of Black-browed, Shy and Yellow 
-nosed Albatrosses. 

Bring: Telescopes (very important for sea-watching so please 
bring one if possible), binoculars, sunscreen, drinks, water, 
morning tea, suitable clothing especially windproof /rainproof 
gear, good walking shoes/boots and field guides etc. And lunch 
if you’d like to stay on. 

Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604, Lynne 0439 390 801 


Boneseed Pull, You Yangs 
Saturday 24 August 2013 

Time: 9.30 a.m.-3.00 p.m. As the last section of the road up to 
the Saddle carpark is now by 4WD only, please arrive before 
10.00 a.m. if you require transport up this section to the 
carpark. 

Where: Follow the GFNC signs on Great Circle Drive to 
Rockwell Rd. The gate will be unlocked—please close after 
entering. Proceed to T-intersection and call Rob if you require a 
ride to the Saddle carpark. 

Bring: Gloves, eye protection, sturdy footwear, rain gear, water 
morning tea and lunch. 

At our last outing I pegged out an area of mature boneseed 
which, when cleared, can be a regrowth study area. Please let 
me know if you would like to participate in the study. 

Let's hope for fine weather and a big turnout. Extra hands will 
be necessary for the proposed 'study area'. 

Need some inspiration? Read Joe's 'This Month' in the July 
issue the Geelong Naturalist. 

Contact: Beforehand—Deborah Evans 5243 8687 or Rob 

Beardsley 5241 1951 

On the day—Rob Beardsley 0418 534 075 to 
arrange transport to the Saddle. 
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General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 


Mid-week Bird Group Convener Lynne Clarke 0439 390801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 


Coming events 


AUGUST 2013 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

6 

General Meeting: Members Night and casserole tea 

3 

General Meeting 

8-11 

Fauna survey 

5-8 

Fauna survey 

15 

Bird Group: Meeting—Danny Rogers, Birds and 

14-15 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


feathers/moults and plumage 

15 

Excursion: Upper Barwon area 

18 

Excursion: Bellarine Rail Trail 

19 

Bird Group Meeting—David Boyle, Tracking 

22 

Mid-week Bird Excursion: Point Addis/lronbark Basin 


Shearwaters 

24 

Boneseed pull—You Yangs 

21-22 

Angair Wildflower Show 



26 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 26 August 2013 . 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 
G4] 
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